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Dannecker, Hazel Abingdon-Cokesbury 
HAPPY, HERO AND JUDGE $1.50 





Mr. Dean thought he knew what he wanted in a pup, and chose first one of three 
pups, then- finding him wanting in certain qualities, took another, and so on until he had 
all three. Together they gave him the answers to his needs. In pictures by Lilian Robert- 
son (three color- somewhat too stylized for my taste) and read aloud text, the little story 
is told. Adults will sense a double meaning in the idea of cooperation, but there's no 
note of moralizing as it is handled. Cloth. (8/14) | 








Krasilovsky, Phyllis Doubleday 
THE MAN WHO DIDN'T WASH HIS DISHES $1.50 


























* A nonsense tale with a bit of folk legend quality, in the story of a man who 
didn't like to do dishes, and of how he let them accumulate until nature provided an answer 
in torrential rains. But he'd learned his lesson, and thereafter proved he could be a 
good housewife. The absurdity of application to the home scene will tickle the risibles 
of even the very young fry. Pictures by Barbara Cooney in three colors have her inimitable 
ie casual sophistication that children like. Boards. (8/3) 


Bettina Harper 
COCOLO'S HOME $2.50 


* Elegant animal nonsense and a favorite animal character in a new Cocolo story. 

This time the gentlemaniy little donkey revisits his homeland with his master, Lucio. In 
spite of the fact that Cocolo's wife, Carmen, is to have a baby, Cocolo had become so home- 
sick that his health was suffering, and there was nothing for it but that Lucio should take 
over the business mission of important Mr. Fatimus Greedy as an excuse for a trip to Italy 
with Cocolo, and a visit to his native village of Ravaya- Reena. Times have changed; the 
village seems not at all as he dreamed it. Cocolo is sold by mistake and treated just like 
any other donkey. Finally, after considerable excitement Cocolo is reunited with Lucio and 
they return to Lobster Bay in America and find that the new baby donkey, Piccolo, has ar- 
rived. The story ends with a grand family reunion, and the prediction that Cocolo's home- 
sickness is cured once and for all. The delicate witty illustrations are the author's- 13 
in full color, 26 in line, paper over board. (Sept.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Le Grand Abingdon-Cokesbury 
WHY COWBOYS SING, IN TEXAS $2.00 


Comic techniques for a picture story book aimed at the read aloud interest level, 
when Cowboys are tops in appeal. Every kid who has flaunted his chaps and three gallon 
hat and chanted Yippee Yi Yippee Yay will chuckle over this story of silent Slim Jim who 

ee occasionally scared the cattle into stampede by his singing, and of how eventually his song 
developed qualities the cattle liked. Le Grand has a way with him- as evidenced in his 
Augustus books. Here it is, in different vein. Cloth. (8/14) 
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Pannell, Lucile & Cavanah, Frances Macrae-Smith 
HOLIDAY ROUND UP $3.00 


Material for all ages, for reading aloud and story telling, and for special use 

on holidays and holy days. While the idea is not new, the range is broader than usual for 
such collections, and the variety of material included is fresh. There are stories rooted 
in fact and history and legend; there are modern stories of everyday people. And for each 
section, there's an Introduction, setting and background of origin and observance, and for 
most of the sections, two stories. The "round up” starts with New Year's day, and goes on 
through R.E. Lee's birthday, Lincoln's birthday, Valentine's Day, Washington's birthday, 
St. Patrick's Day, Arbor Day, April Fool's Day, Passover, Easter, Pan American Day, I Am 
an American Day, May Day, Mother's Day (we could wish the illustration had shown a young 
mother), Memorial Day, Father's Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Rosh Hashonoh 
and Yom Kippur, Columbus Day, Halloween, Armistice Day, Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Christmas, 
your birthday and the Sabbath. Some of the inclusions are extracts from books, others are 
short stories or descriptive pieces. An excellent collection. Cloth. Decorative spot 
drawings in line. (9/18) 


Haywood, Carolyn Morrow 
BETSY'S LITTLE STAR $2.00 


* All little girls who go to school who have littler sisters who long to go will 
like this story of Betsy (remember 3 is for Betsy) and her little sister who longed desper- 
ately to be five and old enough for kindergarten. This has lots of story interest to carry 
the first year readers, but younger ones will enjoy hearing it read aloud. Perfect for 
that somewhat terrified and reluctant child who thinks she doesn't want to go to school, 
and finds out there what fun it is. Author pictures. (8/2) 


EASY READING 


Conger, Marion Abingdon-Cokesbury 
GEORGIE'S PETS $1.25 


Most little boys want live creatures as pets, and Georgie was no exception. But 
he reluctantly agreed, after a time, that his bluebird belonged to the skies, and his lamb 
would be happier on the farm, his raccoon in the woods, his monkey in the zoo. But in each 
case, it took rather drastic evidence to show him. Finally, his borrowed pet, Katie, sol- 
ved the problem by having puppies. Vera Neville pictures in black and white are not up to 
her best, but are adequate. Cloth. (8/14) 


Allen, Gertrude E. Houghton, Mifflin 
TAMMY CHIPMUNK AND HIS FRIENDS $1.50 


The author of the very successful fveryday Birds with four short stories about 
wood creatures,- the chipmunk who fought the squirrel for his mushrooms; the mother skunk 
and how she defended her babies; the mink who goes fishing; and the porcupine who discovers 
some new food. Not such direct natural history as Everyday Birds, but good true material 
without the personification that many dislike. Line illustrations decorate every double 
spread almost, and there's a lovely wrap around jacket and end papers in full color by the 
author. Large type face and vocabulary for second and third year readers. Cloth. (8/31) 


McClung, Robert M. Morrow 
RUBY THROAT Vv $2.00 


The first hummingbird story, so far as I know, and a text that provides a pleas- 


@ ant way to learn true facts of natural history in the year's cycle in the life of a humming- 





bird. From the mating of the parent birds, the story goes very simply and directly through 
the pattern,- nest building, hatching eggs, feeding the young. Then in the baby bird cycle, 
the learning independence, the flight south for the winter, the return in the spring, and 

the seeking a mate. Easy reading for second year readers. (9/6) Vv 




















July 15, 1950 EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Story Books ~385- 


Keith, Marian Abingdon-Cokesbury 
BOY OF NAZARETH $2.00 


A modernized retelling of one small segment in the life of Jesus, as a boy in 
Nazareth- the year leading up to the Passover visit to the Temple in Jerusalem, which mark- 
ed the end of one phase, the start of another in his life. Although one can level no cri- 
ticism on the score of reverence, scholars will take issue with the liberties taken with 
the Gospel and free interpretation of material from the Apocrypha. One thing however is 
achieved- the idea of Jesus as a boy like- and yet unlike- other boys, stresses his aspect 
as Son of Man, and shows him as integral to a happy family life. Ill'd. (8/14) 


Wilson, Hazel Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THAD OWEN $2.50 


One of a good series- family stories- this centers on Thad, the cantankerous, 
often lazy, and not particularly lovable younger brother who was rarely out of hot water. 
I confess that his mischief seems to me to be of an anything but admirable order. He ac- 
cidentally shoots a neighbor's cow, and hides the evidence and his guilt for several months. 
He smokes out the schoolhouse to avoid saying a piece. He balks at his punishments and 
sulks a bit. At the end, his courage is unquestionable, when he saves horses and his be- 
loved Morgan colt from @ blazing barn. But his reward seems too great for the measure of 
his balance of guilt and redemption. I don't like the William Sharp line illustrations. 
Too ugly- without being soundly realistic. (8/14) 


Wright, Frances Fitzpatrick Abingdon-Cokesbury 
SURPRISE AT SAMPEY PLACE $1.50 


Judy's passion for music was often her undoing when it came to household chores, 
but in the main she was a helpful little girl, even when she was overbearingly journey 
proud on her return from Aunt Maria's. And Aunt Maria turned out to be not such an old 
curmudgeon after all, when she found a way to help the Jemisons without hurting their 
pride. Margaret Ayer pictures not up to her best. (8/14) 


Farmer, Wendell Doubleday 
PEPPERMINT POND $2.25 


A perceptive friendly little story without much plot, but with plenty of interest 
for children still on the imaginative brink and a bit scornful of their matter of fact eld- 
ers. Pugsy is the central character, though her beginning-to-put-on-airs- older sister, 
and Amanda's chum, Rosemary, Eddie who was more interested in nature than in playmates, 
Dickie who lived in a dream work with a dream playmate, but let Pugsy take care of hin, 
and a very normal crowd of youngsters make up a cast. Peppermint Castle was an empty 
house, long unoccupied and pleasantly mysterious; the Pond was not so big but a favorite 
playground for the village children, and the pasture held one horse which Rosemary dreamed 
of riding. Then newcomers moved in- and after a bit took the village to their hearts, and 
Peppermint Pond continued to be common ground. Various incidents, pleasantly told make 
enough doing to hold the interest of second and third year readers. (9/7) 


Bonner, Mary Graham Knopf 
HAUNTED HUT $2.00 


When the three Samson children, Nick and Rusty who are twins, and Gabby who is 
younger, go to spend a post-Christmas vacation with the Joosts near the Canadian border, 
they have some winter weather excitements and enigmas. They go iceboating, and their ice- 
boat disappears; they explore a haunted hut where Chuck Joost is hiding an injured fox; 
they rescue a surly man from drowning, later find that he has used the hut as a counter- 
feiting hideaway, and contribute to his capture. The story here is a little on the simple 
side, but there's a youthful exuberance to it all. Illustrated by Bob Meyers. (8/21) 
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Brock, Enma L. Knopf 
THREE RING CIRCUS $2.50 


* One of her most successful stories in a good many years. Sally and Phil are 
lively kids and wholly real - probably more fun to read about than to have as near neigh- 
bors, Miss Marblestone would tell you. What one doesn't think up the other did whether 
it had to do with aspirations to be a trapeze artist on Sally's part or a Big League play- 
er on Phil's. Phil's best ball went through Miss Marblestone's window, and Sally terri- 
fied her by walking her picket fence, balancing an umbrella. Life was pretty lively in- 
doors and out in Phil's and Sally's homes in a mid western small town. The things they 
did were things any nine and ten year olds might think up to do, without really meaning 
to get into hot water, and Emma Brock has told her story and made her pictures- in line 
and three color in such a way to win many new readers. Vocabulary and type-face right 
for second and third year readers while younger ones will like to listen. (Aug.) 2/ 


Cleary, Beverly Morrow 
HENRY HUGGINS ) $2.40, 


* Enchanting small-boy adventures - a grammar school Odyssey. Henry Huggins, 
third grade man, is a neighborhood immtable - the boy with the limp mongrel, the boy 
whose parents feel compelled to root out night crawlers by flashlight so their son's bus- 
iness obligations might be fulfilled, the boy who winces and slides down in his seat when 
parts for the school's dramatic productions are assigned. Mrs. Cleary must have had her 
eac to the door many times to catch the flavor of third grade manners and mores. Young 
readers will sympathize with Henry's horror at the loss of prestige involved in being re- 
quired to play the part of Little Boy and be kissed by a dumb eight-grade girl on the 
stage; Henry's determination in sheltering the rapidly spawning progeny of two buzy guppies; 
and the gloomy tragedy when the original owner of Henry's dog, Ribsy, appears triumphant- 
ly on the scene. A collection of light, gay episodes, sure to please. Delightful sketches 
by Louis Darling. (9/20) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- Fact Books 


Graham, Alberta Powell Abingdon-Cokesbury 
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS DISCOVERER $1.50 


A competent and adequate first story of the youth of Columbus and the discovery 
of America, and his first and triumphant reception. There is enough of the heartache and 
disappointment of postponement and betrayal to give it a touch of authentic history, and 
enough of the realization-of disillusionment on reaching the islands, without breaking down 
the whole story. The woodblock type illustrations by Janice Holland are excellent. (Publ.) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Fiction 


Bro, Margueritte Harmon Doubleday 
SU-MEI'S GOLDEN YEAR $2.50 


War was over for the little Chinese village where Su-Mei lived, with her mother, 
who was a good wife (so good that she never let her husband know that she was a scholar 
too), and her slightly crippled father, who came home from time to time from the Big School 
in the not far distant city. On this particular occasion, Dwan-twei brought good news- 
word of how to combat the black devils in the wheat. But the villagers scoffed and the 
older ones clung to their fears, but Su-mei and her chum Tsai-fu believed and planted the 
good seed and tended it. Then Tsai-fu was hurt and was taken to the hospital connected 
with the Big School, and Su-mei and her friend slept in the field of good grain to guard 
it from the jealous Bao, whose stolen grain was turning black. As success comes- and Su- 
mei's mother proves her skill at nursing- and a school is established with a system by which 
young and old can learn, the village turns its face forward and Su-mei's scholar father 
gets the recognition he deserves. A charming picture of a Chinese village of today, with 
much that rings true of ways of life and thought. Delightfully told. (9/7) 














Juiy 15, 1950 Twelve to Fifteen-Fiction, cont'd -387- 


Le Sueur, Meridel Knopf 
SPARROW HAWK ) $2.50 


As different from Little Brother of the Wilderness and Nancy Hanks as they are 
from each other, this is an artistically conceived and executed story of Sparrow Hawk, 
young Indian hunter, of the tribe of which Black Hawk was chief. Sparrow Hawk held more 
of responsibility than the other boys, for his father was dead, and he was sole provider. 
The time was that when orders from Jackson in Washington decreed that the Sauks move out 
of their lands to government reservations, and when Black Hawk was attempting to win the 
right to stay. There was division within the tribe, and bitterness between Indians and 
whites. Despite this Sparrow Hawk's closest friend was a white boy, Huck, whose parents 
were squatters. Through a story that ends in bitter warfare runs the thread of the at- 
tempts of a few wise men to solve the problems peaceably. Tenuous as to plot thread and 
somewhat mannered in style, this is- we feel- more likely to appeal to adults than to 
children. Not easy reading. Cloth. (9/11) 





Norris, Kathleen Doubleday 
MORNING LIGHT $2.50 





The diary of Mary-Jo Carmichael of the year spent at the convent boarding school 
of Saint Angela's with her twin sister, Agnes, this is pretty subdued in interest for the 
more modern miss, reaches a high point in daring with the prospective dancing of the can- 
can in the annual entertainment. From a large, Irish-Catholic San Francisco family, Mary- 
Jo and Agnes were determined to hate boarding school, found they didn't, and record all 
the excitements and disappointments of the year here (they are all of very minor propor- 
tions). Needless to say, a good deal of religion is also worked in, Masses, Confessions, 
Feast Days, etc.... Kathleen Norris, who once had a firm hand with the fundamentals, has 
lost all track of her story interest here, and this convent chronology is kittenish at 


best. (9/2T) 1o/ 


White, Robb Doubleday 
THE HAUNTED HOUND $2.50 


* A really catching story of a boy and a dog, this abandons a sturdier action rou- 
tine for some sentimental values which are valid. Jonathan, thirteen, lonesome and left 
to himself after the death of his mother, excluded by his father lost in the memories of 
his wife, wants only to return to the farm where they had lived- but which is too strong a 
reminder of his wife for his father to face. Going back to the deserted farm on his own, 
Jonathan takes up with Mr. Worth, the man next door, and Judy, his niece, fights off his 
feeling for Pot Likker, a hound "with no instincts" who only responds to Jonathan. But 
when Pot Likker- who had gone wild- comes back to Jonathan to be his dog, Jonathan decides 
to Stay on at the farm alone, enters him in a foxhunting race where Pot Likker proves his 
blueblooded superiority, and at the close- after Pot Likker dies- his father is persuaded 
to return to the way of life and the farm the boy needs. There's a very sure Orb) of se 

$ 


and a handling which is sensitive to the subject. Illus. by Louis Glanzman. 1)/0 
Meek, S.P. Col. | Knopf 
SURFMAN: The Adventures of a Coast Guard Dog $2.50 


In this new book in a long list of dog adventures, Col. Meek seems to have broken 
with what was beginning to look like too rigid a pattern. Perhaps the Coast Guard story is 
& more unusual one, allowing a wider range of adventure. In any case, this is one of his 
best stories, though Surfman, the Chesapeake Bay dog, does not emerge as individual a char- 
acter as his master, Curly, who was bent not only in establishing his own right to name and 
fame in the Coast Guard, but to clearing the mystery surrounding his father's disappearance. 
The setting is Hatteras, which affords perhaps the greatest scope for the challenge to 
Coast Guard responsibility of any spot on the Atlantic, and Col. Meek has taken advantage 
of them all. Exciting might-be-true adventure developed with formula technique, perhaps, 
but holding reading and authentic detail. (8/21) 
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Scott, Dustin C. Knopf 
MOJAVE JOE $2.00 
| . The story of a coyote, a coyote that caused depredations in barnyards but that 


| now and again intervened to aid the humans he had accepted- at long range- as friends. 

| There was the time he saved young Mel from the attack of a mad dog, at the risk of his own 

: life; there was the time he killed the rattler that threatened Jimmy and struck the bitch, 
Wellie. And then Joe is stolen and shipped 2000 miles to an Ohio zoo. The story of his 
incredible homeward trek, and of the female travelling mate he collected en route, makes 
a first rate animal yarn, though the might-be-true adventures as he braved the round of 
seasons, learned to forage on highways and in cities, took his mate's lead across man-made 
bridges, and solved the problem of the Mississippi by heading for the North and ice- seem 
to pull the long bow. However, cats and dogs have done it - so why not coyotes, to whom 
the unmarked trail might be more possible than to domesticated animals. Illustrations by 
Robert Candy. (9/11) 


Berry, Erick Macmillan 
THE ROAD RUNS BOTH WAYS $2.50 


A story that highlights a period in young York state history when competition 
was keen (and sometimes crooked) for the mail franchise, and when toll roads were owned 
privately, by groups of citizens with small holdings. A vivid picture of the times and a 
vigorous story of adventure along the way, between Fishkill and Albany. Politics and 
private venture ran head on into trouble when youthful York staters took’ a hand in pro- 
tecting the interests that would soon be their own. Young Rett whose heart was in the 
building of coaches almost bungled his assignment as post rider, but a stalwart sense of 
right and wrong and headstrong courage helped save the day when Orey, daughter of the toll 
house keeper, and her friend Serena, the Senator's daughter, set their wits against men 

$ with evil intent. The thread of story runs through the richer pattern of life along the 
~ highway, but there's enough of incident and adventure to carry it along. (Sept.) 26 


Cadell, Elizabeth _ Morrow 
SUN IN THE MORNING Y $2.50 


* Already established as a writer of lighter, brighter English entertainments 
@rimstone In the Garden- page 337), this story of three girls and their girlhood in Cal- 
cutta has a thoroughly casual charm, catches the quality of youth without pandering to it, 
and has a gaiety all its owm. Opening in 1913 when the friendship between them began, 
there is Poopy Delacourt, whose clothes were always separating at the wrong time; Marise 
Andros, who had a native French worldliness and a perfected prettiness; and "I", the name- 
less narrator. There was the convent school they attended together; piano lessons; the 
nine De Souzas next door and a particular interest in the overserious Benny; there was the 
war which brought separation as Marise went to France, the others to England; and after the 
war, there were the combined efforts of all to enable Poopy (who no longer needed a shock 
of safety pins to hold her together but still required cosmetic assistance) to attract a 
first and final love, while Marise is equal to anything- even a titled and proprietary 
mother-in-law. Beguiling. (9/20),/ 


Heuman, William Morrow 
FIGHTING FIVE \/ $2.50 


Routine sports novel, with ingredients as follows:- college basketball, a snob 

who learns better, and a slight mystery. The Corville College Terriers, led by Matty 

@ Grogans, part-time garbage collector, play basketball with phenomenal success, due partly 
to the playing of Jay Blaisdell, who slowly comes to realization that a poor, small college 
can be worthy of his loyalty as a student. Although he is son of 2 millionaire, formerly 
a star player who moved in fast company in a big college, Jay's better nature triumphs. 
Corville wins the championship. And Matty plays a part in breaking up a gambling syndicate 
in New York City. (9/20) / 
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The following titles from the 12-15 group should also appeal to those in this section:- 


White, Robb- THE HAUNTED HOUND (Doubleday - $2.50) P. 387 
Meek, Col. S.P.- SURFMAN (Knopf - $2.50) 387 
Cadell, Elizabeth- SUN IN THE MORNING (Morrow - $2.50) 388 


Mallette, Gertrude E. Doubieday 
CLEAR TO LAND $2.25 

For air-minded youth, this story which assumes that every member of a family can 
not only fly but own a private plane, will fulfill all kinds of wishful thinking. Chiefly 
it is Shelby's story, and the story of the helicopter she championed so staunchly. Her 


championship had seemed to break things up with Peter Cornell, who was a test pilot to 
whom speed was all. Army folk, the lot of them, so when she learned that Peter was assign- 


ed to High Harrison ranch, she was bursting with curiosity but knew not to ask questions. 
Then the plot thickens. Cattle have been given up; they are running sheep it seems;there's 
a long and up to date runway and unexplained buildings. And Pete arrives in a jet plane- 
and crashes. There's talk of shadows- and Pete, in delirium insists he was struck down. 
Eventually it takes a close call for Shelby and her dog to solve the mystery- and the mil- 
itary secrets are more or less kept to the end. Plenty of excitement, plenty of air talk- 
but not as rounded a book as one looks for from Gertrude Mallette. (9/7) 


Rees, Gilbert Dutton 
I SEEK A CITY $3.00 


The story of Roger Williams, somewhat fictionized and told in the first person, 
but emerging as a sensitive record of the sharp and long way to God. This blends a 
certain lyricism with history and demonstrates a spirituai as well as an intellectual ap- 
peal. He tells of his childhood as son of a tradesman in England, of a mother who insist- 
ed on some measure of learning, of his gradual turning to religion. Then there are the 
circumstances that sent him forth to the New World - his settling in Salem and Plymouth 
and finally, the exile, the grim winter trip, and the founding of Providence Plantations, 
the trouble with Indians, and the remaking of the settlement. (For full report, see P.368). 


(9/13) 
Vaczak, Louis Houghton, Mifflin 
RIVER AND EMPTY SEA $3.50 


Crude Quebec of 1671 as setting for a powerful historical novel of exceptional 
sweep and depth. Paul Denys, returned to his family from the courtly life in Paris, finds 
vent for a restless spirit in the task of mastering colonial policy and the heroic assign- 
ment of conquering the wilderness on an expedition to Hudson Bay. In sharp contrast is 
the humility and acceptance of the Jesuit priest who led the expedition. Heartbreakingly 
difficult adventure ending in a listless "river and empty sea", but through it Paul learns 
to love the wilderness and to respect his Indian companions. Eventually, after return to 
civilization and again seeking peace in the wilderness, he becomes confidant and adviser 
of Frontenac, and fathers a half breed son who will carry out his aims. (For full report 


see P. 369). (9/11) 


Archibald, Joe Macrae-Smith 
HOLD THAT LINE $2.50 


This latest book by the author of Touchdown Glory and Rebel Halfback has plenty 
of football and manly emotion. Ray Sage, expert senior right tackle on the Champlain elev- 
en, had technique, a sportswriter had written, but no inspirational fire. Ray, an orphan 
who had worked hard for all he had won in life, scoffed at college spirit, believed in op- 
erating as a highly efficient machine, and could not understand the disgust of Pop Black- 
ner, the coach, with his attitude. A miss on the All-Stars, a direful prediction come true, 
and a dismal record on a professional team, and Ray sees the light. Ray returns to the old 
school after a stunning, inspired performance and becomes assistant coach at Champlain. 
Thrilling descriptions of games for those who know and love their football. (9/18) 





